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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: WT Docket No. 00-32 I-
Dear Ms. Salas:

This is to infonn the Commission that the following representatives ofthe National
Public Safety Telecommunications Council ("NPSTC") met today with Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau Chief Thomas Sugrue and other members of the Bureau staff to
discuss the need for an allocation in the 4.9 GHz band for broadband public safety radio
communications:

Harlin McEwen, International Association of Chiefs ofPolice (IACP)
Alan Caldwell, International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
Robert Gurss, Counsel for Association ofPublic-Safety Communications
Officials-International, Inc. (APCO)

The views presented during the meeting were consistent with those set forth in the prior written
submissions ofNPSTC and its member organizations in this proceeding.

Please contact the undersigned should the Commission have any questions.

Respectfully submitted,

cc: Thomas Sugrue, Esquire
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April 12,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and ~-200I

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am Miting to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
husiness. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for II or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implemerrtation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current] anumber dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months. an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for 1ekcommunications ()b~olete.

3385 Alpine Ave. N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544 Pn. 616.784.6600 Fax 616.784.8455
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Chairman Michael Powell
Page 2
April 12, 2001

The Michigan Public Service Conunission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through] ,000 block
nwnber distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specifY that the nwnbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
L'1 one of the largest MSA·s. Th~ Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation ,techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions ofdollars in unnecessary costs,

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff: please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

~e~·/L
Robert D. Keller ~
President )

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Conunerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 12, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99·200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers, and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means ofrelief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telerommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing pl~ could be completely exlllrusted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available llUIIlbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC lake action to reduce the rate
ofarea code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation ofnumber conservation mechanisms
could extend the life oftbe current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 1g to 24
months, an additional 47 years may fmd. the use of numbers for teleconununications obsolete.

The :Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

11700 48th Ave1ue • P.O. Box i 36
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Chainnan Mic1Jael Powell
Federal OJmmunications Conunission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington. DC 20554
April 12, 2001
Page two

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan ofat least one year, and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility

Therefore., the Federal Conununications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions ofdollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

pc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12lh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

i4J 00-1 1007

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Conunission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. Tn Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
tillee more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I Jive in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, w1der a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rRte
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our CUlTcnt world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for tekcommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for thc Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) 50 as to extend the life of existing and neWly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national nwnberpooling,
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan. of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federa.l Communicalions COrnrrllssion should grant the Michigan. Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of d011ars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this maner. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Larry Brandsen
Vice President

cc:
l\.1..r. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

A?R-::-20C: 0E:35 516E780799 95%
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April 10,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD·L·01.·36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, 1am 'Writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures, In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that 1 live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. Jt is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the avaiJable area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach 5150 biUion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and. the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans,

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current ]0 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has fiJed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Un~er your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be mjeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
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in one of the iargest MSA!s. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly 616-451-4775 or 1-800-733-2607.

, '

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Cha: rman :\-fichael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12 rI' Str:::ct, S W
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-OI-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos, 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a ci tiLen, I am writing to you to express my CODeem over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. in Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that T live in and do
business, The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
ov~lay [or our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (\vhether through a geographic split or an
overl3y) is costly to husinesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expanJ and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Teleconu11lmications Users Committee staled that the available arei:l
caues, unJef a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to creale more available numbers, the cost to businesses
rultionally could reach $150 billion, It is imperative that the FCC take acLion to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also sho\v's that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 numher dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. Tn our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an addltional 47 years may find the use of nwnbers for telecommunications ubsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed (l Petition in thi~ docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and DeLroil Metropolitan Statistical Areas

PATHWAY COMPUTING INCORPORATEU
11:.15 tlOND AVENUE N.W.• SUITE 2110 • GRAND RAPIDS. 1'>11 • 49:;0) • (616) 774-.1131 • «(,1(,) 774-Hl.l fJX
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YOUR TRUE PATH TO THE INTERNET

(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area i$
in one 0 f the largest MSA 's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibili ty.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine llnd other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank vou for vour consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or- -your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Peter \Veiblcn
VP Sales
Path Way lntemet Services

cc:
Mr. 'Rw,:y Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Goverrunent
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

PATHWAY COMPUTING INCORPORATED
815 BONDIIVENUEN,W.• ~UITE111D· GRAND RAPIDS • MI. 4')0;0.1' (616)774·3131' (bll»i74-3933f,lX

j"fo@Pclil1w.1YI1pr.("om • ht,p:'iwww.PJlhwdyn\tI.~Urrl/

6167743933 56% P i71h



APR-10-QJl 11,28 FROM,CFS

April 10,2001

10,6167524281 PAGE S/6

CREATIVE

FINANCIAL

STAFFING

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal C0JTU11unicauons Commission
445 12 th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos N~D·L-Ol-36 (Micbi~
CC Dod:et Nos. 96-98 llnd 99· 200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an execut.iv~ and a citi/en. I am writing [0 yo" to expcess my concern over the al:lI'II1ing rate at which
Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan Public Service
Commission's Petition in this docket for aurhi rity to implemem numb~ conservation measures. In
Michigan, since 1994 four arca codes have been added with at least ti".ree more in need of relief. One of
l~e codes (616) encompa;ses the area that I 1J v~ in and do business. The Michigan Public Service
Commission is curre!Hly c'Jnsidering an all servj, es overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the ad(!ition of new area cod ::; (wherhc.r through a geographic split or an overlay) is
costly to businesses and Iheir employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the least attractive
option for area code relief It is imporr..ant [0 nOl : that any ar~ code solution will cost businesses needed
capital to expa.nd and creal e jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Tdecommunjcation~ Us. or:> Commirree swted that the available area codes, under
a 10 number dialing plan. ..:ould 00 completely e; hausted by 2007. If additional numbers are added to the
dialing plan to creat~ mon: available numbers, tl c cost to businesses nationally could reach $150 billion.
It is imperative that the FCC take action to redu ;e the rate of area code exhaustion and the necessity for
11 or 12 numbcr dialing plans.

The same s:udy also sho\>'s lhat the proper im~ [tmenrarion of number conservation mechanisms could
extend the life of the cum'n! 10 number dialing 1,lans to at least the year 2048 and possibly as far into the
furure as 2097. In our Cllrrem world, whcte bowledge doubles in 18 to 24 months. an additional 47
yt:ars may find the use of II umbers for telecomm.•nications obsolete:.

The \1ichigan Public Servic~ Com.:nission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you grant it
delegated authority for llie Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) so as to
extend the Ii[~ of existing and newly created a'ea codes through 1,000 block numbtt distribution and
panicipation in the initial round of proposed natj lnal number pooling.

Under your criteria for sllch delegated authoril v' you specify thaT the numbering plan area must be in
jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least a le year and that the numbering plan area is in one of the
largest MSA' s. The Grand Ra.pids MSA current y meets your criterion for eligibility.

Therefor~. Lhe Federal Communications Con ,mission should grant the Michigan Public Services
CornlT..ission '5 Petition so th3( it may implement number t'onserv<1tion techniques that will Sllve mine: and
other bu~jnesses millions I)f dollars in unnecessa y costs.

Th.mk you for your consj,lcr:ltion of ti",is matter If I can be of additional assistance to you or your slaff,
please do not hesirate to c,lntact me directly.

Sinc~rdy.

CFS-CRO\)J': CHIZEK, Lie
300 Rivcrfronr Pl.,o;; Buddin;:;. )5 Camp"u ,venue. N.W., Grand R;,pid.<, MLC;",Sln 49;0.3

Telephone 61(,· 752 ·42~O F;u: 616. -) 2..j2S 1 Wcb;ire \VWw cf'r:jfting~(')m

APR-10-2001 10:50
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Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & G,)Vemmenl
Grand Rapids Are:1 Chamber of Conuner ;e
III Pearl Street~
Grand Rapids MI ,19503·2831
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Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 1t h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD·L-01-3t"i (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support thc Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are a\\'are, the addition of new area codes (whether tlu'ough a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least atlractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Corrunirtee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
ac; far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommW1ications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that yOli

grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit yfetropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial rOLU1d ofproposed national number pooling.

AFR-10-20~1 13:57 C.1C. Qon '"71t"':l ....
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Cnder your criteria for such delegated authority you specify thiJt the numbering pl.m area must
be :n jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least O:le year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligihility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Puhlic Services
Commission's Petition so thal it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If 1 ean be of additional a~sistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

~~#~~tt Medema, PresIdent

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MJ 49503-2831

APR-10-2001 13:57
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April 10, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
FedcraJ Communications Commission
445 12tl1 Street, SW
Washington. DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-OJ -36 (Michiggcl
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing ro you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (6 16) encompa.sses 1be area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay fOT our 616 area as a means ofrelief

As you are aware~ the addition of new area carles (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital 10 expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated tl1at the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to Ole dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach S150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for JJ or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could ex1end the life of the current 10 number dialing pians (0 at least Lhe year 2048 and possibly
as f:3T into the fumre as 2097. In our current world, vv'here knowJcdge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for 1elecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolit.an Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and panicipation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the FederaJ Communications Commission should grant tIle Micl1igan PubJic Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

'r-'~~,,-Is Corporation

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Connecting the World's Workforce

April 10,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
FederaJ Communications Commission
445 1t h Stree!, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

~?
ResourceOcean

www.ResQurceOcean.com

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over tbe alanning rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since J994 four area codes have been a.dded with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. TIle Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means ofrdief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion malces the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution wjJl

cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that tbe available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If addition.al
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create morc available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 biIJion. It is imperative that the FCC talee action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

TIle same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into Ule future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the Jife of existing and ne'Wly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area mU.5t
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA'5. Th.e Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibiJity.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission s110UJd grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

1/JJC~J~
Robert C. Hauch
President

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street N'W
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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